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of, or after, a friendly dinner, it seems that the chances
for international suspicions and misunderstandings will
be considerably decreased* As long as both sides hold
aloof from each other, each is bound to nurse its own
grievances and disparage the merits of the other* But
let them get together to explain their respective rights
and wrongs to each other over a friendly meal, and it
will not be difficult to find a solution for their problems*

This idea is not new; it has its prototype in a Chinese
44 peace " dinner* For. example, if two persons quarrel
and refuse to talk to each other, a mutual friend gives a
dinner to which both are invited* The dinner is.attended
by both, each being cognisant of the real object of the
festivity* As it does not do for them to sulk before the
host, they converse as if their recent estrangement has
never occurred* The dead past is buried and so the two
are reconciled*

Now some such scheme is surely practicable* As in
the later stages of an international dispute, so at its incep-
tion or beginnings, all that is required to effect a peaceful
settlement is the good office of a mediator* I suggest,
therefore, that a function after the model of the Chinese
"peace"" dinner should be adopted as such a mediator*
For when the peace plenipotentiaries of two belligerents
meet on a .neutral territory to discuss the problems of
post-bellum settlement, there will be dinners and banquets
as well as other entertainments* If these dinners must
be given after hostilities, have been waged, surely it is
more sensible to give them before the outbreak of hos-
tilities* The scheme is reasonable and feasible* ft:
deserves to be given a fair trialt